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Parish Council Meeting held in the Community Centre on Tuesday 8th March 2011 at 7.45 pm

Minutes

Present


Buffy Ross– Chair


Sue Allen – Deputy Chair





Richard Gray

Geoff Kilham





Sophie Allen – Clerk





John Dobson – County Councillor




Edward Cross – Guest Speaker






Roger Young – Member of the Public
Welcome by the Chair:

The chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Guest Speaker: Edward Cross

Edward had brought a handout detailing the two main issues he had come to talk about.  These were the problem of dog faeces on the grazing field, and habitat changes in the public access area.  This handout is attached at the end of these minutes.

Dog Faeces

There was discussion about the issue of dog faeces on the field.  Buffy Ross emphasised that the majority of dog owners cleaned up after their pets and Sue Allen clarified the point that the police would only take action if dog faeces was on a public highway.  Edward Cross said he would be happy to approach dog walkers if he saw them allowing their dogs to defecate on the field.  He also agreed to talk to an individual village resident about this issue.  The benefit of having signs requesting people to remove dog faeces was discussed.  It was agreed that this would be a good idea and Edward Cross will look into providing these.
Allotments

The provision of allotments in the village was then discussed.  The possibility of residents with large gardens allowing other residents to grow vegetables in them was mentioned.  Edward Cross confirmed that the Sandringham Estate would be unlikely to want lots of allotments on their land as the owners liked to keep a control on public access.  Therefore, he agreed that sharing residents gardens could be a good idea if there was demand for this.  Buffy Ross asked Roger Young if he knew of people who wanted allotments in the village.  Roger said his particular interest was in self-sufficiency in provision for a time in the future when he believed people would have to be more self-reliant.  As it was unknown if residents wanted or needed allotments or space to grow more vegetables it was agreed that the Clerk would put a piece in the newsletter asking for feedback.

Edward Cross said that he had allocated a place for the village pig club on the farm.  Roger Young confirmed that there was interest in this in the village and he was optimistic that it would be a success.

Buffy Ross thanked Edward Cross for attending the meeting and he then left.

Apologies for Absence:

There were apologies for absence from Paul Addyman and Mike Tilbury. 

Declarations of Interest:

There were no declarations of interest.

Minutes:

After being proposed by Sue Allen and seconded by Geoff Kilham the minutes were agreed and signed by the Chair, Buffy Ross.

Matters Arising:

Rifle Range
Richard Gray said that the good news was the plans for the nursery had been passed subject to seven clauses.  The bad news was that the person who had been planning to run it, Mrs Grey from Wolferton nursery, had now withdrawn for personal reasons.  Buffy Ross was hopeful that there would be somebody else wishing to open a nursery in the rifle range now that planning permission had been given.  Sue Allen understood that there was a great need for one in the village to act as a feeder for the school.  Richard Gray said that he had hopes that at the very least the estate would improve the outside of the building cosmetically.  It was also mentioned that there had been some minor vandalism of the building.
Emergency Plan

Buffy Ross said that she believed the Parish Council used to have an Emergency Plan but that this would need updating.  The Clerk had found several examples of these on the internet and had printed one off which could be used as an outline.  
Report from King’s Lynn Borough Councillor –Mike Tilbury:

Mike Tilbury was unable to attend but had provided a written report which was read by Buffy Ross.  This is attached at the end of these minutes. 

Report from Norfolk County Councillor – John Dobson:
John Dobson gave an update about the proposed King’s Lynn Incinerator.  He had voted against it as most of his Parish Councils were opposed to it.  There had been a 60% turnout for the referendum and 90% of the population were against it.  However, the Cabinet at the County Council had still gone ahead with awarding the contract for constructing the incinerator to Cory Wheelabrator.  Planning permission was still needed for the incinerator to be built and it was at this stage where it may fail.  John Dobson was prepared to campaign against the incinerator obtaining planning permission.   
May Elections:

Buffy Ross handed out the election packs which needed to be returned to the Borough Council by April 4th.  She confirmed to Geoff Kilham that there would only be an election if more candidates were nominated than were required.  

Royal Wedding:

Buffy Ross asked Richard Gray if the Social Club was planning any kind of event for the Royal Wedding in April.  Richard replied that they may be able to show the event on a big screen and perhaps a BBQ could be provided.  He said that there would be a Community Centre meeting on April 15th when this could be discussed.
Clerk’s Report:

The Clerk had received more information about the inter-village sports event to be held at Lynn Sport in June.  However, the meeting did not feel that the village would have enough people interested in this event to make it worthwhile entering.  The Clerk had also received an e-mail from the Police Community Support Officer, Jackie Smith, asking if there was anything she could assist the Parish Council with.  Sue Allen said we would need her assistance to put up cones at the Easter Yard sale and the Clerk agreed to contact her about this.

Briefholders’ Report:

Richard Gray
Richard said he would look into the matter of whether Parish Councils should be provided with paper copies of planning applications.

Sue Allen

Sue said that there had been a meeting about the village memorabilia and progress was being made towards how it would be displayed.  She had also chased up the new street signs but there seemed to be staff shortages at the Council which were delaying this.

Geoff Kilham had nothing relating to his brief to discuss.

Public Question Time:

Roger Young asked if there was a place where the minutes were available.  Sue Allen said they were on the village website and in the Community Centre.  Roger said they used to be on the notice board and Buffy Ross said that this could be done if there was space available on the board.
Crime and Disorder Review:

None.

Any Other Business:

None.
Dates of Next Year’s Meetings:

The date of the next meeting will be Tuesday, May 10th 2011.  The Annual General Meeting will begin at 7.30 pm to be followed by a village meeting and then finally the Parish Council Meeting. 
Action to be Taken by Next Meeting:

· Page 2 of minutes: Clerk to place a piece in the newsletter about garden sharing and allotments.

· Page 3 of minutes: Richard Gray to look into the possibility of holding an event at the Social Club to mark the Royal Wedding.

· Page 4 of minutes: The Clerk to contact Jackie Smith about having cones at the Easter yard sale.
Report by Edward Cross – Guest Speaker:
1. Dog Faeces:

Neospora is a risk to cattle that is on the increase, so the policy we have now may change. To date, Natural England Eastern Region have had no enquiries from farmers wanting to limit public access because of Neospora. About one third of the pastures on Abbey Farm have public access. This is the area adjacent to the village sports field (which is also part of Abbey Farm). The farm looks upon the access area as an important facility for the village. We also value the extent to which access allows the public to enjoy environmental work which they help fund through the Government’s agri-environment schemes. 

Therefore, the farm wants to maintain this public access. However, the meadows do need to be grazed by cattle. An outbreak of Neospora in cattle kept on the farm would discourage graziers from bringing livestock here. We therefore hope all dog-walkers/owners will remove dog faeces left on both the sports field and the pastures. 

Nick and Andrew Barrett, whose cattle graze the pastures, have the farm’s permission to put up dog faeces bins and plastic bag dispensers at the entrance points to the public access areas. They would have to fund and maintain these. However, these facilities aren’t attractive in the landscape and are expensive. So, the farm hopes dog-owners will remove their dog’s excrement whether or not more bins and bags are provided. Dog faeces should be removed whether or not cattle are on the pastures.

1. Habitat changes in the public access area

We want to make the public access area on the pastures near the village more interesting. We also want to improve it as a wildlife habitat. We therefore have a number of plans to change the habitats on the pastures. Some changes have already taken place over the last two years. If anyone objects to the plans, we are happy to discuss any issues. 
The plans are:

i) Increasing the area of wetlands. This work has already been completed. It means there are more streams and ponds in the southern part of the pastures

ii) Increasing the number of wildflowers. We have added some wildflower seeds in some areas. Some have grown in the existing grassland. We will be adding to this with several thousand potted plants grown from seed collected on Abbey Farm. This will increase the number of plants of species like Cowslip, Knapweed, Scabious and Ox-eye Daisy. This is a long-term plan which will take at least five years to show significant results. 

iii) Reduction in grazing. The pastures have been tightly grazed during the last ten years. This suits birds like Lapwing, which are unlikely to nest successfully in the public access area because of pressure from predators (dogs and cats) and disturbance. However, Lapwing have other suitable areas for nesting on Abbey Farm. So, our policy in the access area is to manage it more for wild plants and insects, especially bees, butterflies, grasshoppers and moths. This will involve allowing the grass to become a bit longer, with more tussocks, combined with increasing the number of wildflowers as already described. To make this possible, there will be a two-month period at some time between April and September when the area will not be grazed. This may also mean Barn Owls make more use of the area.

iv) Rabbit control. We will continue work to reduce the number of rabbits on the pastures. This may involve fencing off some areas (temporarily) with electric fencing if we use methods that run any risk to livestock, the public or pets, including cats.

v) Adding a few standard trees and areas of scrub. These will be planted this spring. There will be five standard trees and three small patches of scrub (each about 2m x 8m). The standard trees (oak, ash and beech) will be planted on the western side where they will have little impact on the view from houses in the village. 

vi) Restoration of the pond in the south-west corner. This will involve rebuilding one pond bank, removing most of the trees immediately next to the pond and digging out sediments that have accumulated in the pond. 

vii) Scrub/tree removal along fence on southern boundary. This will let more light into the stream.

viii) Renewal of fencing. We are likely to replace the fences on the western and southern boundaries

Borough Councillor’s Report:
The drive to reduce expenditure continues. It is very much to the credit of the Council’s staff that they continue to provide an excellent level of service against a background of constant service reviews, which put everyone’s job potentially at risk.

There has been a satisfactory outcome to the Arts Centre issue, whereby a trust has been set up to run programmes there. The Trust will be appealing for funds shortly, but it is equally important that they get audiences, so please look at their programme when it comes out. “Use it or lose it” is going to be a recurring refrain over the next few years.

Unlike yourselves, the Borough Council was forbidden from increasing council tax this year, so the Borough element is £111.97, whilst a Band D home will also pay £191.16 for the police authority and £1145.07 for Norfolk County Council. I think it unlikely that the Borough figure would have increased anyway, partly because all the borough councillors have to face re-election in May but, more positively, because this administration set out to achieve only minimal increases in council tax. Your Borough council tax has risen by only six pounds in eight years, much better than in many areas.

The Council gives advice on embryo planning applications before they are formally submitted. This often picks up problems so that they can be remedied at an early stage, but it is time-consuming, and we will, from this month, be making a charge for this service, on a sliding scale which has now been sent to your clerk for your information.

Finally the Marina. Although the Leader of the Council, Nick Daubney, continues to hold it as a long-term aim, the current economic position is that we could only progress it as a joint venture with the private sector, and the private sector has no desire to become involved at present. So you will shortly see some pontoons being positioned upstream of the South Quay, an admirable and inexpensive way to test the market before committing to a massive expenditure.
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