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Parish Council Meeting held in the Community Centre on Tuesday 11th January 2011 at 7.45 pm

Minutes

Present


Buffy Ross– Chair


Sue Allen – Deputy Chair

Paul Addyman

Roger Glazebrook





Geoff Kilham





Sophie Allen – Clerk





John Dobson – County Councillor




Roger Young
Welcome by the Chair:

The chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Apologies for Absence:

There were apologies for absence from Richard Gray and Mike Tilbury. 

Public Question Time 
Roger Young felt that moving Public Question Time to the beginning of the meeting could be viewed as the Parish Council trying to prevent members of the public staying until the end.  Buffy Ross said that any member of the public would be welcome to stay for the whole meeting and to make comments during the meeting if they so wished.  Public Question Time had been changed by the Clerk in order to allow Roger Young to speak first as it had been assumed that this would be convenient for him.  Sue Allen pointed out that it was recommended in ‘The Good Councillor’s Guide’ that Public Question Time was at the start of meetings.  Roger Young had posed several questions in May 2010 regarding the Peak Oil Crisis, one of which had been whether the Borough Council was aware of it.  Buffy Ross had contacted Melvin Harrison the Conservation Officer at the Borough Council.  He had confirmed that he had not heard of the specific issue of the Peak Oil Crisis but that the Borough Council were involved in energy saving initiatives such as Home Energy Saving Grants and an advice section on their website about energy efficiency.  From the perspective of the Parish Council, Buffy Ross suggested having a regular piece in the newsletter offering advice on how to be more ‘green’.  Sue Allen said that the Parish Council were aware that oil supplies are dwindling and of the importance to conserve resources.  She said that there were small measures Flitcham residents could make to be more environmentally friendly.  These included driving smaller cars, car sharing, recycling and buying locally produced goods.  It was also suggested that a list of residents with solid fuel agas should be made as these people could provide food and warmth in the event of a power cut.
There was then a lengthy discussion on the huge array of articles and information available on the Peak Oil Crisis.  Sue Allen pointed out that it was unrealistic to expect all members of the Council to read all the information available and felt that one person should become informed and recommend well researched and reliable articles for others to read.  Roger Young wanted to encourage people to live a more sustainable lifestyle.  He had several ideas of ways to encourage Flitcham residents to work together on projects.  These included the possibility of a micro-brewery (which he had researched but decided against due to the complexity of the paperwork involved) and starting a Pig Club.  This would involve residents grouping together to raise two pigs.  Roger said he would need to do more research into the feasibility of this and Paul Addyman said that he believed a Pig Club was an excellent idea.  Roger Young felt that one potential difficulty could be finding available land to have the Pig Club. He said he believed Flitcham to be a disadvantaged village as it has no land of its own.  The possibility of residents having allotments, and where these could be, was also discussed.
John Dobson was asked for his opinion on the subjects being discussed.  He said that he had never thought of Flitcham as a disadvantaged village and pointed out that his own village, Old Hunstanton, also owned no land.  John Dobson said that Old Hunstanton Parish Council had recently written an Emergency Plan.  It was agreed that this would be a useful thing for Flitcham Parish Council to do and John said that the Borough Council would be able to help with this.  John also mentioned the County Council’s Localism Bill which aimed to encourage communities to work together and take things into their own hands.  This Bill had only been recently introduced and John said that Parish Councils would hear more about it in due course.
The discussion was concluded with the decision that Paul Addyman would write a piece for the village newsletter about environmental issues.  It was also suggested that Paul could report back at following meetings about any discussions he had had with Roger Young and plans they had made to work on community projects.  As Edward Cross is due to attend the March meeting it was decided that he could be asked about any land he may have available on Abbey Farm to accommodate community projects or allotments.

Roger Young then left the meeting.

Declarations of Interest:

There were no declarations of interest.

Minutes:

After being proposed by Sue Allen and seconded by Roger Glazebrook the minutes were agreed and signed by the Chair, Buffy Ross.

Report from Norfolk County Councillor – John Dobson:

Incinerator

John Dobson gave an update on the incinerator.  He confirmed that the Borough Council would be holding a referendum in February to let all residents vote on whether they wanted it.  Sue Allen asked if this would hold more weight than if the Borough Council made the decision themselves and John felt that it would.  He confirmed that the proposed site for the incinerator was at Saddlebow next to the Palm Paper site.  John felt that the proposal could possibly be held up at the Planning Application stage.  There was then discussion about the arguments for and against the incinerator.  Buffy Ross said that at the talk she had attended given by Paul Connett other, safer, options were discussed but these involved recycling which would mean all residents would have to be committed to this.  John Dobson pointed out that methods such as increased recycling would cost more money and the government would penalise any County Council who increased their council tax.  Roger Glazebrook felt that the biggest concern was the dioxins produced by incinerators which would go into farm land.  He also said that contractors would be paid a penalty clause of £20,000,000 if the proposed incinerator was not built.  The County Council would argue that incinerators were already working satisfactorily in other parts of the country and the Government’s Environment Agency would have to certify that the incinerator would not harm health.  Sue Allen asked John Dobson for his own personal opinion.  He said that his concern was that there would be harmful effects from an incinerator.  If he could not be convinced that it was safe he would not support it.
The Big Conversation

John Dobson said that in his view the County Council could have made more efficiency savings.  He was now no-longer serving on the Cabinet in the Council because of his views.  John said that there would be cuts to areas such as Social Care.  There were many opponents to these cuts, including Age Concern, as they will effect the most vulnerable people.  John Dobson confirmed that the County Council would be approving their new budget in February.
John Dobson then left the meeting.

Matters Arising:

Dog Fouling
In light of the discussion at the November meeting regarding dog fouling on the field where cattle graze, Geoff Kilham asked what the position was regarding public access to the field.  Sue Allen confirmed that Edward Cross got a grant for allowing public access to the field and had no intention of preventing anyone from walking on there.  Edward will be attending the March meeting so this issue could be discussed with him then.
Football Clubhouse

As this has now been put on hold it was agreed that the Clerk should write to Ian Bix the architect to advise him of this and copy the letter to Mr O’Lone of the Sandringham Estate.
Planting

Buffy Ross confirmed that the damaged wall had been repaired.  She asked if it could be agreed that the eight stolen plants should be replaced and it was.  Buffy also said that if the plants were stolen again they should all be removed rather than replacing them another time.
Memorabilia
It was agreed that a meeting should be arranged in February to sort through the memorabilia.   This could be attended by Richard Gray and Sue Allen and other Flitcham residents who were known to have a particular interest in the memorabilia would be invited to attend.  The Community Centre Committee were looking at a getting a cabinet to display the memorabilia in and any money left over could be used to buy photograph albums.
Incinerator

There was another discussion about the possible health related issues surrounding the proposed incinerator.  Roger Glazebrook said his concerns were for children living in the shadow of the incinerator.  He believed that the incinerator would be too big for Norfolk alone and that it was likely other counties would pay to bring their waste to the King’s Lynn incinerator.  This would increase congestion from lorries on the road.  Roger Glazebrook felt that the Parish Council should be opposed to the incinerator on health grounds.  Sue agreed that evidence should be shown that proved it was safe.  Roger Glazebrook said he was happy to draft a letter on behalf of the Parish Council opposing the incinerator.
Finances:
Sue Allen summarised her budget for the next financial year.  She believed the precept should be raised to ensure there would be enough money to pay for extra expenses that may arise.  For example, Parish Councils now have to pay their own election costs and there may be an increase in the cost of the dog bin signs.  Sue believed that the precept should be raised by the same amount it had gone up in previous years, with the exception of last year when it was not raised.  This increase was £272 each year which would cost each household an extra £3 per year.  Roger Glazebrook felt that at a time when everyone was suffering due to the bad financial climate any increase was unacceptable.  Geoff Kilham pointed out that the Parish Council would only need something such as the insurance premiums to increase to start running out of money.  Buffy Ross also said that there was the potential for precepts to be capped next year so that this year may be the last chance to raise the precept.  Paul Addyman agreed with Roger Glazebrook that it was difficult to ask people to pay more money, however he felt that they were unlikely to notice a rise of £3.  The decision to raise the precept by £272 was then voted on.  Paul proposed it and Buffy Ross seconded it.  All were in favour except Roger Glazebrook who was opposed to any increase in the precept.  Richard Gray was absent from the meeting so did not vote.
Rifle Range:

Buffy Ross had spoken to Richard Gray about this and he did not believe that all the questions raised by the Parish Council had been fully dealt with.  She had also spoken to Mr O’Lone of the Sandringham Estate who was confident that the plans did address all potential problems that may arise.  She pointed out that if the Highways Department believed there was any potential hazard concerning parking the plans would be declined.  She also felt that the Secondary School bus driver may have to be asked not to park in front of the Community Centre if the proposed nursery were to open.  Buffy said that the school desperately needed a nursery in the village as it would help increase numbers at the school.  They could not get permission for one at the school itself therefore they were extremely keen for a nursery at the rifle range.  Sue Allen did not feel that the nursery would have any impact on traffic congestion during school drop off and pick up times because it’s opening hours would be 7 till 6 so parents would arrive at different times.  The Clerk needed to email comments on behalf of the Parish Council and Geoff Kilham believed she should email in favour.  Buffy Ross asked everyone if they were in favour and all agreed that they were (Richard Gray was absent from the meeting).  It was agreed that the Clerk should email to say the Parish Council were in favour.  Roger Glazebrook pointed out that she should clarify that they were in favour of the nursery as seen in the plans.  Buffy Ross said that of everyone on the Parish Council Richard Gray would be the one most personally effected as he was next door and it was believed that he had personally contacted the planning department with his conerns.
Clerk’s Report:

The Clerk had received information from the Poppy Appeal which was encouraging communities to hold parties in the summer to celebrate their 90th anniversary.  She passed this on to Paul Addyman who would consider it as something which could be held at the community centre.

Briefholders’ Report:

Geoff Kilham
Geoff reported that the police had come to do a speed check in the village and had caught one person.  He also said that the side of his house had been hit by a vehicle so there would traffic lights there while this was fixed.

Roger Glazebrook

Roger’s health and safety concerns were all relating to the proposed incinerator.

Paul Addyman

Paul reported on the Football Clubhouse saying that the building was structurally sound.  He felt that the football teams could improve it by undertaking some decorating and by painting the frontal aspect of the building.  Buffy Ross enquired about the asbestos roof but Paul said that this would be alright provided it was left alone.  
Sue Allen

Sue Allen asked whether the contribution to the church should be kept to £200 and all agreed that it should be.  She also asked whether Noelyn Fuller could be appointed as the Parish Council internal auditor.  Roger Glazebrook proposed this and Buffy Ross seconded it.

Crime and Disorder Review:

None.

Any Other Business:

None.
Dates of Next Year’s Meetings:

The date of the next meeting will be Tuesday, March 8th 2011.  Paul Addyman said he would be unable to attend this due to a holiday.
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