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Parish Council Meeting held in the Community Centre on Tuesday 14th September 2010 at 7.45 pm

Minutes

Present


Buffy Ross– Chair

Sue Allen – Deputy Chair
Roger Glazebrook

Richard Gray

Sophie Allen – Clerk




John Dobson – County Councillor




Mike Tilbury – Borough Councillor





Roger Young – Member of the Public
Welcome by the Chair:

The chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Apologies for Absence:

There were apologies for absence from Geoff Kilham and Paul Addyman. 
Declaration of Interest:

There were no declarations of interest.
Minutes:

After being proposed by Roger Glazebrook and seconded by Richard Gray the minutes of the July meeting were agreed and signed by the Chair.  
Matters Arising:

Old Village Sign
Sue Allen had spoken to Pam and Richard Cross about the old sign and they had said they did not feel it should be burnt on a bonfire night celebration as had been suggested at the previous meeting.  As the Church did not want the sign it was agreed that it would be kept where it was at present in the Community Centre garage.
Street Naming
Sue Allen reported that she was still awaiting a response about changes in street names from the Borough Council.
Football Clubhouse
The Chair, Buffy Ross, said that the Bowls team had seen the new plans and approved of these.  However, she was concerned that there was not enough interest and commitment from the football team to justify spending money on the Clubhouse at present.  There is currently no adult football team in the village and only a few Flitcham children play for the junior teams.  Buffy felt that there was little point spending money on the building and undertaking fundraising for it if it was not going to be used much.  The Bowls club are relatively happy with their current building.    Both Buffy Ross and Sue Allen felt that the cost of the Clubhouse could not be justified at present.  Sue Allen’s opinion was that it should be put on hold until there was a stronger football team in the village.
Richard Gray said that membership of the football team tended to come around in cycles and may pick up in the future.  He said that the Clubhouse was not simply about bowls and football.  It should be called a Community Sports Clubhouse and be available for any organisation to use.  Richard agreed that the project could take several years to get off the ground.  He felt that the Parish Council should continue with the development of the plans and get a costing for the project from Ian Bix.  It could then be put on hold until there was more demand for it.
Roger Glazebrook had concerns that decisions about the Clubhouse were being made without the full Parish Council in attendance (Geoff Kilham and Paul Addyman were absent from the meeting).  He also felt that the opinions of village residents should be ascertained.  He suggested putting a piece in the village newsletters to ask residents how they felt about the new Clubhouse.  A firm decision could then be made at the next meeting.  
The issues of who would own and maintain the new Clubhouse were then discussed.  Sue Allen pointed out that in order to gain back VAT it would need to be owned by the Parish Council.  It could then be included in the Parish Council’s insurance policy.  However, ownership would mean that the Parish Council would be responsible for paying somebody to clean the clubhouse and to deal with any maintenance problems that arose.   Richard Gray pointed out that if the Parish Council owned the Clubhouse money could be made from it by loaning it out to other organisations and clubs.

Sue Allen said that she had received a bill from Ian Bix for £117 which needed to be paid.  He would also need to be paid for preparing drawings showing floor plans and elevations, specifications, costings and going to see Mr O’Lone from the Sandringham Estate to obtain his consent about the plans.  Buffy Ross suggested that a member of the Parish Council could take the plans to Mr O’Lone to avoid incurring this extra expense from Ian Bix.  The discussion was concluded by Richard Gray confirming that he would contact Ian Bix to get a firm list of all costs involved in the plans for the Clubhouse.  
Village Competition

Sue Allen said that Flitcham was not in the final for the Community Building Award.  The Pride in Norfolk award would be announced at the ceremony being held on September 30th in Norwich.  No-one at the meeting was able to attend this.
Rifle Range

Buffy Ross read out the reply she had received from Mr O’Lone responding to the Parish Council’s concerns about the plans to convert the Rifle Range into a nursery.  Mr O’Lone confirmed that the planning application had been put in and these concerns would be addressed within it.  Buffy Ross felt this was a satisfactory response as the plans would not go through if there were any concerns about safety.  However, Roger Glazebrook felt that it would have been preferable if Mr O’Lone had fully addressed the issues prior to putting in the planning application. 

Re-seeded Verge/Bulb Planting

The Council were very pleased with the way that the verge leading into the village had been re-seeded and the barriers put up.  Roger Glazebrook said that the Clerk should write to Norfolk County Council to thank them for this.  John Dobson confirmed that it was the new Highway Engineer at the Council, Sally Bettinson, who organised the re-seeding and the Clerk will write to thank her.  Sue Allen suggested planting some daffodil bulbs there and Buffy Ross also said that some shrubs needed to be planted along Church Road.
Report from County Councillor:
John Dobson reported that the major issue within the County Council was finance.  There is a £155,000,000 deficit and they urgently need to make savings.  John was hoping this could be done by efficiency savings rather than redundancies.  However, there were already redundancies being made within Connexions, the careers advice agency.  Every department within the County Council may have to make redundancies.  The new budget needed to be agreed by February.  Sue Allen asked if the County Council had received back the money they lost from investments in Icelandic banks.  John confirmed that they still had around £7,000,000 due back from this, but that in the context of the deficit the Council faced this was a relatively small amount.
Budget and Precept

Sue Allen felt that, if possible, the precept should be increased in the next financial year. However, she pointed out that this may not be possible due to financial constraints within the Borough Council.  The current precept is £1,964 per year and Sue estimated that the Parish Council would need to spend around £2,500 next year.  As there will be money to carry over from this year into next, this amount will be available next year.  In future, however, the money may not be there to carry over from one year to the next which is why Sue said the precept should be raised.  Sue had written out a budget plan for next year and will e-mail this to all the councillors.  A decision about raising the precept will be made at the next meeting when all councillors are in attendance.
Clerk’s Report

The Clerk passed around some information about a new service offered by Norfolk County Council called Highway and Community Rangers.  A poster will be put up about this on the notice board.  She also told the meeting about a company who provided gym equipment for small communities.  However, at present Flitcham has nowhere suitable for such equipment.  
The Clerk had received a letter from the Queen Elizabeth Hospital’s Roxburgh Children’s Centre requesting a donation for a new outdoor play area.  As this is a local charity it was felt donating to this may be an option.  A decision was not reached about giving money to this particular charity and it was agreed that the Clerk would keep a file with information about local charities who the Parish Council may consider donating to in the future.

Report from Borough Councillor:
Mike Tilbury said they were anticipating a reduction in the Borough Council’s spending of around 25%.  The Town Museum is to close and the Registry Office will move from St Margaret’s to the Town Hall.  All activities at the Arts Centre complex will cease.  The Borough Council has a 99 year lease on this building but will ask the National Trust if they would be willing to take it back. 

Arts development work around King’s Lynn has a good reputation nationwide and it is possible that cuts to it could lead to the whole area becoming a less appealing place for businesses to set up in.  It was agreed that the Clerk will write to the Borough Council to express concerns about these cost-cutting measures.  Mike also pointed out that the Borough Council were now unlikely to offer grants to Parish Council projects.
Buffy Ross asked if Mike had heard anything about the plans for CITB in Bircham but he confirmed that he had not.
Brief-holders’ Reports:
Richard Gray
Richard had attended a training session on Planning and Development which had been very informative.  He also said that the E-plan system for planning applications online was now up and running.  This will hopefully help us in viewing planning applications when outside the councils meet dates, as Richard pointed out that on occasion he has to reply back about planning applications without full feedback from members of the council.
Sue Allen
Sue had received a letter from Roz Lingard who had donated the memorabilia to the village.  Roz had also given £100 to purchase something to remember her aunt and uncle.  Richard Gray said that he had been looking at albums in which to place the photographic and written memorabilia.

Sue confirmed that Digley Associates had undertaken the playground inspection.  Their only query had been that the gate had a low risk of finger trapping.  However, this would not be changed as a self-closing gate would cost around £900.  The Parish Council had also made a decision not to provide swing barriers as they were not deemed necessary.
Buffy Ross and Roger Glazebrook had nothing relating to their briefs to mention.

Public Question Time:

Roger Young asked the meeting if they had any feedback to offer on the questions he had posed in the May meeting regarding the Peak Oil Crisis.  There was then discussion about this crisis and Roger said there was information available about it on the internet.  He recommended the work of Chris Martenson who has a series of videos online entitled ‘The Crash Course’.

Buffy Ross suggested that Roger Young write a regular piece for the village newsletter about environmental issues.  Richard Gray pointed out that power cuts in the village during bad weather could cause hardship for people.  The possibility of providing a list of people who could offer assistance in such a crisis was discussed.  For example, Sue Allen said she would be able to help people with no heating or cooking facilities because she has a solid fuel aga.  Roger Glazebrook suggested that it may be useful to have a centre for people to come to in the village if there was a crisis of some kind.
Roger Young asked Mike Tilbury if the Borough Council were addressing the issue of the Peak Oil Crisis.  Mike said that they did employ an Energy Conservation Officer whose role was to provide education and advice on using energy more efficiently.
Crime & Disorder Review:
None

Any Other Business:
Richard Gray asked Sue Allen if Robert Walden had been paid for the website and she confirmed that he had been.
Whereabouts the Parish Map should be kept was then discussed.  Buffy Ross said that normally the Parish Clerk would have it but as she did not live in the village this would not be practical.  Roger Glazebrook has it at the moment and it was agreed that he would keep it at present until another place for it could be found.  Buffy Ross said that Andrew Jarvis had asked for half the cost of the ink toner which he uses to produce the newsletter.  It was agreed that he should be given this.

Date of Next Meeting:
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 23rd November 2010 in the Community Centre at 7.45pm.  
FLITCHAM PARISH COUNCIL


Clerk to the Parish: 68 Lynn Road, Dersingham, King’s Lynn, Norfolk. PE31 6LA


                                       Email: sophieallen75@btinternet.com











PAGE  
7

