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Parish Council Annual General Meeting held in the Community Centre on Tuesday 11th May 2010 at 7.30 pm

Minutes

Present


Buffy Ross – Chair  


Sue Allen – Deputy Chair
Paul Addyman


Richard Gray

Geoff Kilham

Sophie Allen – Clerk




Mike Tilbury – Borough Councillor

Peter Morris – Guest Speaker:
   West Norfolk Voluntary & 

   Community Action Group
Roger Young – Member of the Public




 
   
Election of Chair and Vice-Chair

The Vice-Chair, Sue Allen, introduced the meeting and said that it had been a good year as a whole for the Parish Council.  Since the last meeting the previous Chair, Mervyn Allen, had resigned.  There had been meetings about the sports pavilion and the sports taster session since the previous meeting and Sue Allen thanked Geoff Kilham for attending the latter meeting.

Sue Allen nominated Buffy Ross to be the next Chair as she felt she had been a good Clerk when she held that position and was a good communicator.  Geoff Kilham seconded her nomination and it was therefore agreed that Buffy Ross would be the new Chair.  Sue Allen enquired about whether the Vice-Chair also needed to be nominated and it was agreed that she did.  Buffy Ross nominated Sue Allen and Geoff Kilham seconded this.  

Welcome by the Chair:
As the new Chair Buffy Ross then took over chairing the meeting.  There was discussion about the ‘Register of Members Interests’ Form and it was agreed that the Clerk would obtain more copies.

Apologies for Absence:

There were apologies for absence from Roger Glazebrook and John Dobson, County Councillor.

Declaration of Interest:

There were no declarations of interest.

Guest Speaker: Peter Morris, Partnership Delivery Officer from West Norfolk Voluntary and Community Action Group

Mr Morris was welcomed to the meeting and he corrected his name as the Clerk has mistakenly named him as Mr Mayes on the agenda.  Mr Morris gave an outline of the work done by the West Norfolk Partnership Team.  Their role is to support and facilitate rural parishes and to work with voluntary groups and other organisations such as job centres.  They can work with organisations to help them obtain grants and funding and were now seeking more direct engagement with Parish Councils.

Mr Morris referred to research undertaken by the Commission for Rural Communities which found that many rural residents felt that town based authorities did not understand rural issues.  His organisation aimed to get local communities to work in partnership with each other.  For example, neighbouring Parish Councils who shared a common issue or problem could work together to deal with it.  He then went on to talk about the SNAP organisation (Safer Neighbourhood Action Panel).  Geoff Kilham already attends these meetings in Dersingham and pointed out that they were very poorly attended.  Mr Morris said his organisation was trying to drum up interest from other Parish Councils for people to attend these meetings.  He mentioned the possibility of rotating the meeting places so that people did not always have to travel too far.

Mr Morris then asked if anyone had any questions and Sue Allen said that Flitcham had a particular problem with speeding and mentioned the possibility of sharing the resources needed to tackle this with another village, possibly Bircham.  Roger Young asked Mr Morris if he had a website which listed the problems that other villages have and Mr Morris passed his website information to the Clerk.  Buffy Ross also mentioned that Flitcham have an on-going project, the Sports Pavilion, which requires funding.  Mr Morris had a lot of information regarding funding and said he would e-mail this information to the Clerk.  The organisations he mentioned in particular which could be of help are WREN, Norfolk Youth Fund and Norfolk Community Foundation. 

When all questions had been answered Mr Morris was thanked for attending and giving the Parish Council a lot of useful information and then left the meeting.

Minutes:

After being proposed by Sue Allen and seconded by Richard Gray the minutes of the March meeting were agreed and signed by the Chairman.  
Matters Arising:

Old Village Sign

Richard Gray said that the sign was in a very poor state and Sue Allen confirmed that she had been advised by Robert Walden that even if it were kept indoors the sign would not last much longer.  It was agreed that the Clerk would put a piece in the Newsletter asking if anyone wanted the sign.

Sports Taster Session
Geoff Kilham had attended a meeting run by Hillington Parish Council about the Sports Taster Session.  He said that the Borough Council would be providing all the equipment and posters for the event and that it would be held at Flitcham Primary School.  The Clerk has received a ‘Sports Development Update’ leaflet from the Borough Council which confirmed that the event would be held on June 27th.  Buffy Ross enquired about who would be choosing the list of sports activities which would take place and Geoff Kilham confirmed that Hillington Parish Council had already decided this.  It was agreed that the Clerk would email Glynis Allen, Clerk to Hillington Parish Council, to ask about the progress of the event and to request some posters so that the day could be advertised in the village.  Richard Gray also suggested that it be mentioned in the newsletter and the Clerk made a note of this.
Melton’s Strawberry Fields

As agreed at the last meeting the Clerk wrote to Mr Cole, Technical Manager, at Melton’s to ask them to report to us if they have any problem with dog walkers allowing their dogs to foul in their field.  She had received a reply back where Mr Cole stated that although he had not experienced this problem he wondered whether it would be a good idea to put up polite notices requesting that dog owners kept their dogs on a lead in the field.  The meeting discussed this and it was agreed this would be a good idea.  The Clerk made a note to write to Mr Cole confirming that the Parish Council were happy for him to put up signs.
Reports from County and Borough Councillor:
John Dobson had sent his apologies and asked Mike Tilbury to give an update on the Local Government Review.  Mike said that Norwich may become a stand alone unit leading to Norfolk County Council losing revenue from income tax.  However, this issue was not yet decided upon as Norfolk County Council were going to court about the decision and the Conservatives had stated that, if elected, they would abolish the decision to give Norwich unitary status.

Mike then gave an update on the three issues he had agreed to look into at the last meeting.  

1) Dog Refuse - this goes to a landfill site.

2) Street Numbering - The borough council have no plans to change any street numbering at present.

3) Parish Map – Mike was still awaiting a reply about exactly where the parish boundaries were, but would be chasing this up.

Speeding:

The Clerk reported that she had written to the three companies which were based at Flitcham Barns and the Borough Council who manage the properties regarding their employees speeding along Abbey Road.  She had received a reply from the Borough Council who will write to remind their tenants at the barns to take care along the road.  In her letter the Clerk had asked if it might be sensible to place a sign at the exit from the barns to remind drivers to take care through the village.  However, in the letter from the Borough Council she was informed that the Parish Council would need to pay for such a sign.  There was discussion on this and it was agreed that the Parish Council did not want to pay for a sign.  Sue Allen felt there would be no point paying for a sign as, according to the Highways Department, it would probably be ignored.
The Clerk had also sent a letter to Anglian Water regarding the issue of speeding on Abbey Road and had received a reply which stated that employees had been reminded about the need to reduce their speed and wherever possible would come in from the other end of the village to avoid using Abbey Road.  

CITB had been sent a letter by the Clerk to request that their students and employees drove carefully along Anmer Road.  A reply had been received which stated that they would be happy to issue a reminder of the speed limits to their Bircham based staff.  Geoff Kilham agreed that speeding was bad along Anmer Road and was a danger to the children living there.  It was agreed that Vulcatech, based at the barns, were the worst speed offenders and Geoff Kilham said he would go and speak to them in person to request that their employees reduce their speed.  Richard Gray pointed out that sometimes it was difficult to tell if drivers were actually going over the 30 miles per hour speed limit.  Speed control methods were discussed and Buffy Ross suggested speed bumps.  However, Sue Allen said that this had already been looked into and they would not be allowed to have them as they required street lights to be in place.

Audit:

Sue Allen gave an overview of the work she had carried out towards the audit.  Everyone was given a handout detailing the accounts for the last financial year and a budget proposal for the next financial year.  These accounting statements were approved by the council and signed by the Chair, Buffy Ross.  The annual governance statement was also approved by the Council and signed by the Chair and the Clerk.

Plans for Football/Bowls Club:

Richard Gray and Buffy Ross had held a meeting with the Football and Bowls clubs about the plans and Sue Allen had accompanied them to take notes.  Richard reported that the feedback from both clubs regarding the plans from the architect, Ian Bix, had been disappointing.  The bowls club had been prepared to keep their own hut rather than go along with the plans.  However, Richard Gray had pointed out to them that the plans were only proposals and not definite.  At the meeting there had been discussion about what the clubs really required.  These resulted in Andrew Jarvis from the football club producing a plan from computer software which had been agreed with by both clubs.  A meeting would need to be held with Ian Bix to show him this plan and request that he draws up new proposals following the plan as much as possible.  Buffy Ross said that she will attend this meeting with Ian Bix.

With regards to future meetings with the football and bowls clubs, Sue Allen said she would like to attend but only in the capacity of note-taker as it was helpful to have a record of what was said.  Richard Gray agreed to continue to attend the meetings and Paul Addyman said that he would also like to be involved.  It was agreed that the Clerk would need to write to Mr O’Lone from the Sandringham Estate regarding exactly what type of building could be erected on the site as the land belongs to the estate.  There had been discussion in the past about possibly having a prefab building to enable it to be moved if the estate ever required the land back.  Richard Gray suggested that there could be some type of pad placed down which the clubhouse could be built upon.  

Richard Gray said that the Parish Council had originally agreed to pay for the plans to be drawn up and enquired whether this agreement could still be fulfilled.  Sue Allen felt that the Parish Council could definitely pay for the plans but there might not be much money left to help with anything else.  Richard Gray felt that the Parish Council should still be a driving force behind the project.

Clerk’s Report:

The Clerk asked if anyone wanted to subscribe to a Parish Council magazine called ‘Clerk’s & Councils Direct’ but there were no takers.  The Clerk had also received a request from the Borough Council for parish representatives for the Standards Committee.  Mike Tilbury explained that this Committee dealt with complaints about Parish Councils and that the role would probably involve one daytime meeting every couple of months.  None of the Councillors wanted to be put forward for the position.

Brief-holders’ Reports:
Paul Addyman: Conservation
Paul said that the Peddars Way pathway is closed off at present.  It has been ploughed up and is due to be resurfaced.

Geoff Kilham: Police

Geoff said that he would be attending the SNAP meeting on Thursday May 13th and hoped that it would be better attended than previous meetings.
Richard Gray: Planning
Richard said that plans had been put forward for a proposed conversion of a garage to an annexe at Rowan Cottage on Hillington Road.  He had approved this on behalf of the Parish Council as all the neighbours had been happy with the proposal.  
Buffy Ross and Sue Allen had nothing relating to their briefs to add.

Review of Current Briefs:

Buffy Ross felt that the current briefs needed to be looked at to ensure that Councillors had a brief that they were interested in.  Paul Addyman was asked if he would like to take on the brief of Sport.  He was happy with this and will be involved in the football and bowls club plans.  

There was then discussion of various maintenance works that needed to be carried out around the village, such as cutting the ivy around the bus shelter and the hedge around the village sign.  Geoff Kilham was happy to take on these tasks and Buffy Ross suggested that Village Maintenance be added to his brief which he agreed to.  The other briefs remained the same and Buffy said she would have a discussion with Roger Glazebrook to ensure he was happy with his briefs.  The revised briefs are as follows:

Buffy Ross – Chair

Planting & Grants

Sue Allen – Deputy Chair

Playground & Finance

Paul Addyman

Conservation & Sport

Roger Glazebrook

Health & Safety

Richard Gray

Planning

Geoff Kilham

Police & Village Maintenance

It was agreed that the Clerk would provide this updated list to go on the notice boards and the website.
Public Question Time:
Roger Young gave a talk on the Peak Oil Problem which is the issue of the decline in availability of oil.  He wanted to ensure that the Parish Council was aware of this problem and suggested it would beneficial to undertake some research to enable the community to be prepared for reduced oil availability in the future.  He gave everyone a handout with details of several websites about the Peak Oil Problem.
Crime & Disorder Review:

None

Any Other Business:

Sue Allen asked whether the Parish Council should write to Mr Dawnay regarding Hillington Gatehouse and it was agreed this would be helpful.  Roger Young said that he had a book with an illustration of the gatehouse in it.  Sue Allen felt that seeing what it used to look like would be a great help in the efforts being made to maintain the gatehouse and Roger offered to let her borrow the book to make a photocopy.  Mike Tilbury said that at the moment there was no progress to report about what was happening with the gatehouse.

Very sadly Sally Stanton’s husband had passed away and it was felt that it would be a kind gesture if the Parish Council sent some flowers and everyone agreed to help pay for this.

Richard Gray had been asked by Roger Glazebrook to enquire about the map of the Parish Boundary and there was discussion about the difficulties involved in obtaining a map.  As mentioned in his report Mike Tilbury is looking into this.  Richard Gray also asked about whether the Clerk should be passed back paperwork to keep in her files and it was agreed that if anyone had anything they no-longer needed the Clerk could keep it in the Parish Council filing cabinet kept at her home.

Geoff Kilham suggested that it may be useful to have the minutes put on the website and it was agreed that the Clerk would contact Robert Walden, who manages the website, to see if this was feasible. 

Date of Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 13th July 2010 in the Community Centre at 7.45pm.
FLITCHAM PARISH COUNCIL


Clerk to the Parish, Sophie Allen, 68 Lynn Road, Dersingham, King’s Lynn, PE31 6LA


Telephone: 01485 543552            Email: sophieallen75@btinternet.com
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