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Parish Council Meeting held in the Community Centre on Tuesday 9th March 2010 at 7.45 pm

Minutes

Present


Mervyn Allen – Chairman  

Sue Allen – Deputy Chair
Paul Addyman

Roger Glazebrook

Richard Gray

Geoff Kilham

Buffy Ross

Sophie Allen – Clerk




John Dobson – County Councilor




Mike Tilbury – Borough Councillor





    
Welcome by the Chairman:

The chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Apologies for Absence:

There were no apologies for absence.  John Dobson would be arriving late as he was attending the Congham meeting first.
Declaration of Interest:

There were no declarations of interest.
Minutes:

After being proposed by Roger Glazebrook and seconded by Sue Allen the minutes of the January meeting were agreed and signed by the Chairman.  

Matters Arising:

Football and Bowls Clubhouse
The Chairman had received the drawings for two possible designs for the new clubhouse from the architect, Ian Bix.  He was intending to obtain copies of these designs to show to the Football and Bowls Clubs.  There would also be a meeting arranged between the Parish Council and the two clubs in order for the favoured design to be chosen. Ian Bix had not yet mentioned what his charges would be but once the design had been chosen the Chairman intended to clarify this.  
Buffy Ross enquired about the cost of building the premises.  This was discussed and figures ranging from £30,000 to £50,000 were mentioned.  Grants to cover the majority of this cost would be sought.  The Chairman felt that we would be able to obtain a grant from the Borough Council.  Sue Allen asked whether we would need to obtain quotes for the work prior to applying for grants and the Chairman replied that at least three quotes would need to be obtained.  Paul Addyman mentioned that neither of the designs for the buildings looked very mobile.  The original idea had been that the buildings should be relatively easy to move if Sandringham estate asked for the land back.  There was also some discussion about how builders would be chosen.
Kerb Planting 

A representative from the County Council had been to look at the verge leading into the village which required re-seeding and had agreed that the County Council would undertake this work once the weather improved.  They would also do follow up checks to make sure that vehicles did not continue to park there once it had been re-seeded.  Sue Allen asked whether the County Council should be requested to remove the barrier at the corner of Common Lane but the meeting agreed that members of the Parish Council would do this themselves.

Buffy Ross gave an update on the planting on Church Road.  Some bulbs had already been planted and there was discussion about what sort of plants would be needed to go in front of the bulbs.  Buffy agreed to look into how many more plants would be needed and the possible cost of these.  She said she would need some help with the planting and Roger Glazebrook offered his assistance.
Internal Auditor:
The meeting agreed on the appointment of Noelyne Fuller as the internal auditor.
Old Village Sign:
Sue Allen had been advised that the old village sign would deteriorate and was not worth repairing.  There was discussion on what should be done with it and it was agreed that Buffy Ross would find out if the church had room to keep it there.
Report from County Councillor:
John Dobson gave an update on the Local Government Review which is still on-going.  The County Council were fighting against the changes as it would mean that Social Services and Education would be split and a third of jobs at the County Council could be lost.  The date for the judicial review is April 26th.  John Dobson also said that he was campaigning for more money to be put aside by the County Council for the repair of roads and said that if any potholes were reported they would be repaired immediately.
Report from Borough Councillor:
Mike Tilbury said that from the perspective of West Norfolk local government would be surviving.  The Borough Council had fixed this year’s tax at £111.97 for a Band D property which was in line with inflation.  The downside was that big economies were having to be made, although it was hoped that these could be achieved without seriously harming services.  It was likely that the Princess Theatre in Hunstanton would become a summer-only operation whilst the Arts Centre in King’s Lynn will not have scheduled performances but would be available for local hire only.  These are not yet firm decisions but are likely.  Flitcham Parish Council’s parish precept is £24.25 which is the lowest in this area.
Clerk’s Report:
Dog Bins

There had been an on-going problem with dog bins not being emptied. After several phone calls to the Borough Council it had been agreed that there would be a reduction in our bill due to the failure of the Council to empty them when they were supposed to.

BT Phone

Adopting the telephone kiosk is now on hold because the Borough Council have put in an objection to having village phone boxes removed and we are awaiting a decision on this. 
Melton Strawberry Growers
The Clerk will write to this company to ask them to report to us if they have any problem with dog walkers allowing their dogs to foul in their field during the next strawberry growing season. 

Salt Bins

The Clerk will check on the cost of ordering an additional salt bin and report back on this at the next meeting.

Cones for Easter Yard Sale

It was agreed at the meeting following last year’s Easter Yard Sale that traffic cones would be required for this year’s event to prevent parking problems.  The Clerk was looking into arranging this with the police.

Speeding

Police Community Support Officer Jackie Smith had emailed the Clerk to advise that Abbey Road had been deemed too small with not enough traffic using it to warrant the airtubes which could ascertain the average speed of traffic.  Therefore other forms of traffic calming device would have to be considered.
Brief-holders’ Reports:
Richard Gray
Richard had very recently been forwarded some information about planning procedures at the Borough Council which he would look at when he had the opportunity.
Geoff Kilham

Geoff had attended the bi-monthly Safer Neighbourhood Action Panel meeting held by the police.  He reported that new areas of interest for this panel were church theft and the increase in roadside speeding.  The latter was particularly relevant to Flitcham.  The discussion again turned to speeding in the village and it was suggested that the Clerk should write to the Construction College in Bircham to request that they ask their students to refrain from speeding through Flitcham.
In regard to the SNAP meeting, Geoff reported that it had been very poorly attended.  It was suggested that Mike Tilbury could encourage other Parish Councils to send representatives to the SNAP meetings when he went to their village meetings. 
Sue Allen

Sue reported that she would soon be attending the Hillington Parish Council meeting to listen to a talk given by the organisers of the Sports Taster Sessions run by the Borough Council.  

Sue also mentioned that the hedge by the village sign needed cutting and that it was Sandringham Estate’s responsibility to do this.  It would need to be kept an eye on and if it was not done the Clerk would write to the Estate.

Paul Addyman, Roger Glazebrook and Buffy Ross had no information relating to their briefs to report.
Public Question Time:

None

Crime & Disorder Review:
None

Any Other Business:
Paul Addyman

In relation to the speeding problem Paul said he had seen at his work place the use of orange plastic signs in the shape of children holding flags.  These were very visible and could be used along Abbey Road to slow down traffic.  Mike Tilbury said that it was likely that if these were used the Highways Department may say they were a hazard. 

Geoff Kilham

Geoff said that the corner of the road next to his house was very narrow and could be dangerous if two lorries met each other.  However, there was no indication to oncoming drivers that the road was about to narrow.  He felt that a sign or white lines on the road could be useful.  It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the Highways Department to enquire about this.
Richard Gray

Richard stated that at the moment the Parish Council did not pay the Community Centre to hold their meetings there and asked how other members of the meeting felt about starting to pay.  The current charge is £7.50 a session and it was agreed by the meeting that this should be paid for all future meetings.  Buffy Ross was the proposer for this suggestion and Sue Allen seconded it.  Richard Gray, Roger Glazebrook and Geoff Kilham all declared an interest as members of the Community Centre Committee.
Buffy Ross

Buffy asked whether the jackets and torches given to children in the village and been returned and Sue Allen confirmed that they had.
General Discussion 

Roger Glazebrook said it would be helpful to have a map of the Parish Council’s boundaries because when he was out walking and saw tractors churning up the land he would then know if they were damaging Parish Council land.  Mike Tilbury said he would look into obtaining a map for the Parish Council.  This conversation then led onto discussion about the information the Parish Council held about the village and people living here.  Geoff Kilham felt that all Parish Councillors should have a copy of the Register of Electors.  The Chairman said that there would be an issue here of confidentiality.  The Clerk holds a copy of the Register of Electors which anyone can see but they are not permitted to take a copy.
The discussion then turned to the strange system of house numbering in the village.  Mike Tilbury said he would raise this issue with the Borough Council because if an ambulance was called they could have difficulty finding the correct house.  Roger Glazebrook said that villagers had already been asked about whether they wanted their houses re-numbered but there were too many people objecting to it for a consensus to be reached.
Date of Next Meeting:
The next meeting will be the Annual General Meeting and will be held on Tuesday 11th May 2010 in the Community Centre at the earlier time than usual of 7.30pm.  
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